114.   MT NOTES
EAST AFRICA
We read reports in our newspapers about the plight of
Indians in East Africa and friends over there also keep me in-
formed about things,1 But I rarely refer to the matter in Nava-
jivan or Toung India. I hope this will not be taken to imply that
I am not aware of their plight or that there is a falling off in my
sympathy for them. I am in the position of a person who, attacked
with swords from all sides, ignores pinpricks. The pathetic condi-
tion of India's economic, political and religious life pains me so
deeply that by comparison all other misfortunes seem of no account
to me. It is also clear to me that the solution of East Africa's
problem will have to wait till India's problem is solved. When
the well is full, water is bound to flow into the trough; in the same
way, once India's ills are cured those of the Indians in East Africa
are bound to be, If we were not busy applying effective remedies
for India's malady, all of us would have instantly combined to
take up the East Africa problem.
This is not to suggest that Indians in East Africa should not
make any efforts on their own. That they must do. All that I
mean is that they will get, and have been getting, real help from
India not on their specific account but as part of the struggle to
cure India's ills. India's strength, they realize, has grown so much
that it is a constant help to them. Their own strength, too, has
increased.
The whites in East Africa have crossed the bounds of decency
and seem determined to disregard all canons of English law. This
is uncivil disobedience of law. When disobedience of law is for
selfish ends, it is not civil disobedience. The whites sought General
Smuts' help in their attempt, but have received none from that
quarter. I am confident that Indians in East Africa will come
to no harm, provided they display courage, keep within the
bounds of civility and propriety and remain truthful. An un-
truthful man is always a coward. The intentions of the British
in East Africa are evil and, therefore, if the Indians scrupulously
keep on the path of truth, the insolence of wickedness in the Bri-
1 The reference is to the disputes that had arisen between European
and Indian colonists concerning proposals for racial segregation in residential
and commercial areas.
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